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Club Objective: To encourage the restoration, preservation and operation 
of motorised vehicles.

Meetings: First Wednesday of every month (except Jan) at 8pm.

Disclaimer: The opinions and ideas expressed in this magazine are not 
necessarily those of the club or the committee. No responsibility can be taken 
for accuracy of submissions.

Macedon Ranges & District Motor Club
Clubrooms & Correspondence: 10 Webb Crescent, New Gisborne VIC 3438
	 or  PO Box 84, Gisborne VIC 3437		  www.mradmc.com.au
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Committee 2016/2017
President - Alan Martin
Ph: 0402 708 408
E: president@mradmc.com.au

Web Administrator - Andrew Parnis 
E: webmaster@mradmc.com.au

Secretary-Hanging Rock- Graham Williams
Ph: 0419 393 023 
E:secretary@mradmc.com.au

Vice President - Ted Delia 
Ph: 0424 244 390

E: vicepresident@mradmc.com.au

Librarian - Shelly Haylock
Ph: 0430 426 854
E: librarian@mradmc.com.au

Property Officer – Boyd Unwin
Ph: 0403 371 449 

Membership Officer/ Members 
Representative - Michael Camilleri
Ph: 0432 718 250
E: membership@mradmc.com.au

Treasurer - Adam Furniss
Ph: 0404 034 841 

E: treasurer@mradmc.com.au

Rally Director– Deb Williams
Ph: 0404 020 525

E: rallydirector@mradmc.com.au

Welfare/Grievance Officer - John Parnis  
Ph: 0425 802 593 
E: wellbeing@mradmc.com.au

Sales Officer - Lina Bragato
Ph: 0432 583 098

E: sales@mradmc.com.au

AOMC Delegates - Robert Green & Don McGregor 
Ph: 0408 532 603

Mid-Week Run Committee 
Pam, Shirley, Vivian, Elizabeth, Barbara & Diane 

Ph: 0427 804 803 (Pam) 
E: blackkatnoir@gmail.com

Editor - Peter Amezdroz
E: editor@mradmc.com.au

Head Scrutineer Officer - Brian Jayasingha 
Ph: 9330 3331 BH 

Licensee:   Alec Mead                                  

Catering Officer - Clara Tine
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Look for this feature article in the next digital issue of Motor Mouth.

Club Plate Scheme & Inspection enquiries 
MUST be directed to the CPS officer 
Robert Green, phone: 0408 532 603

Saoutchik
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President’s Press 
Alan Martin

Here we are a quarter of a way through the year already and the best of the weather for driving our cars 
seems to be behind us. With PAHR and the now annual display at both the AGP and Motorclassica over a 
done with look forward to upcoming events such as the weekend at Beechworth. I hope that some nice 
weather will still be around. 

As some of you may be aware the club has a decision to make regarding sharing our wonderful facilities 
with another local community group on limited basis. Recently the Committee has turned away two 
other groups who have not proven to be a good fit for our club. Currently the local running club has 
approached us at the suggestion of the Council. Whilst many members are quite rightly protective of our 
facilities, we must also understand that there is a bigger picture here. 

With a suggestion that some elements in the community may be of the opinion that the compound area 
could be of better use to the community if it was thrown open to more groups it is in the best interest of 
the club that we remain open to the thought of sharing the facilities with groups of our choosing. 

If opening our doors to another like-minded group strengthens the clubs hold on the site, especially 
leading up to new lease negotiations then it may be in our best interests to seriously consider our 
options. The world around us is changing and we need to adapt to survive.

Committee Update
The committee meet as scheduled with key topics including

Raffle
Following the decision (see elsewhere in MM) of the Hanging Rock Committee to not run the raffle as 
part of their event management, the committee resolved that it would take responsibility for this and 
work towards a club raffle - potentially to be drawn at hanging Rock in February.  More to follow. 

Membership update
The club is planning to seek updates form members on their address and preferred contact details 
before issuing the Membership Renewals early in May.  You will see further information elsewhere in MM 
and there are also forms around the club for you to fill in.  Michael as Membership officer is coordinating 
this so please liaise with him. Membership fees for 2017-18 are unchanged but will be reviewed for 
subsequent years.

Lease
The club has met once with the Steam Society and will be following up with them again in late May/early 
June and will provide further updates to members after that.

Committee membership
 It is fast approaching that time when planning for a new committee needs to commence. 
Members are asked to consider if they have the enthusiasm to give their time to join the committee in 
some role for next club year. The AGM is October. 

“KEEP MOTORING “
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Deadline for the June Motor Mouth is midnight Friday 26th May 2017
The Editor editor@mradmc.com.au

From the Editor’s Keyboard
Peter Amezdroz 

Hi all,

Went to the Lancefield Swap meet met a few members, the swap seemed to down on last year.  Went 
to the Kids Day Out(Good Friday) at Jeff’s shed to help the Thunderbird Club with tin rattling. The day 
was long but worth it, the Thunderbird Club raised $65000. 

Some members took their cars to show, tin rattled and really enjoyed the day. 

Memberships are coming 30 June. 
There is a form on page 14 for all to fill in, the object of this is to update your details as to be correct 
for the database, and to correct out dated information.  Such as Email addresses, mailing addresses 
and contact phone numbers.  Please fill in and return as soon as possible, or send information to 
Membership Officer by Email this will be quicker. 

Trivia note for 2017  
With the extra days it adds one month to the calendar.

$100 a month  X 12 = $1200   
$100  divided  4 weeks = month = $25 X 52 weeks = $1300 
$100 X 13 months = $1300  
This equate to 13 months in the year 

February was the only month to have a 4 (four) week month 
January  had 5 (five) Sundays 5 (five) Mondays 5 (five) Tuesdays  

March had 5 (five) Wednesdays 5 (five) Thursdays and 5 (five) Fridays  
April had 5 (five) Saturdays 5 (five) Sundays 

May has 5 (five) Mondays 5 (five) Tuesdays and 5 (five) Wednesdays 
June has  5 (five) Thursdays 5 (five) Fridays 

July has 5 (five) Saturdays 5 (five) Sundays 
August has 5 (five) Tuesdays  5 (five) Wednesdays 5 (five) Thursdays 

September has 5 (five) Fridays 5 (five) Saturdays 
October has 5 (five) Sundays 5 (five) Mondays 

November has 5 (five) Wednesdays 5 (five) Thursdays 
December has 5 (five) Fridays  5 (five) Saturdays 5 (five) Sundays
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Macedon Ranges And District Motor Club 
General Meeting Minutes 5th April 2017

Vice President Ted Delia called the meeting to order at 8:00 PM

Members were reminded to  scan in near the Committee Room.

Apologies:  Michael Camilleri, Alan Martin, Lina & Fred Bragato, Gordon and Shirley Gernhoefer, Ian 
Buckingham

New members/Visitors:   Several visitors outlined their interest in classic motoring and shared their 
vehicle details.  Club members expressed their welcome in the accepted fashion

Ted welcomed the guests and encouraged them to stay for the evening and enjoy the club’s hospitality.

Minutes of December General Meeting:  Vice President asked if everyone had read the minutes of the 
last General Meeting. And apologised for their late distribution.

Moved by    Boyd Unwin & seconded  Brendan Martin “that they be accepted”  PASSED

Business Arising: No matter were raised for discussion.

Brief Reports
President’s Report: N/A this evening

Vice President’s Report: 
Ted advised that tonight’s guest speaker was club member Mal Hillier who would be sharing stories and 
photos of their recent trip and motoring meanderings

Secretary’s Report: 
Correspondence from business re offers (placed on notice boards)

Advice of events – passed to Rally Director

Accounts – passed to Treasurer

Reminded members once again that when obtaining their Vic Roads renewals to remind Vic Roads staff 
that there were 2 pages of authorised officers for the club

Treasurers Report:
Adam advised that the clubs finances continue to look healthy with a current balance of The following 
accounts were presented for payment:

WaterGardens Florist	 Flowers Graeme Blaxland		  $115.00
A Virtual Assistant	                  	 Xero Subscription INV 811		  $50.00
Corpath 			   Printing             			   $406.74
CleanAway		  Invoice March    	                   		 $138.38

Moved by Richard Onyon    Seconded by John Van Groningen that the bills be paid” CARRIED.
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Membership Officer’s Report:  N/A 

Sales Officer’s Report:  	 N/A

Editor’s Report: N/A 

Librarian’s Report:  N/A 

Mid-Week Run Co-Ordinators Report: 
Pam provided an update on last month’s run to Ballarat where 18 members participated.
The April run is the 2 night event in and around Shepparton.  Members who are not staying overnight 
are welcome to join in for one or both days as day trips.

The May Mid-Week is the traditional Biggest morning tea event-please bring a plate and members are 
requested to make a $10 donation.  A donation tin will be passed around at the next club meeting.

AOMC Delegate’s Report:   N/A

Welfare Officer’s Report:
John thanked those members who had attended Graeme Blaxland’s service recently and John VG for his 
assistance.

Following advice that Fred had had a mishap on his motorcycle John confirmed he would follow up 
tomorrow.

Web Master’s Report:  N/A  

Events Co-Ordinator’s Report: 
Deb outlined the run to Shepparton and the Vietnam Veterans’ Walk at Seymour. This is a different sort 
of run as its afternoon into early evening. Members attending Beechworth were reminded that they 
needed to complete payment of $200 per room before the next meeting. Itinerary to follow via email.
The Steam Rally is on the 21st May – we will have details to share about attending at next meeting.

Hanging Rock Coordinator: 
We have the opportunity to again apply for a grant – due by the end of April. 
Next Meeting was in April – members welcome to attend and assist with the event planning.

Property Officer’s Report:  N/A

Technical Officer’s Report: 
Brian advised that the next Red Plate inspection day will be Saturday 13th May from 9am at the 
clubrooms and asked members to contact him to confirm a vehicle inspection so that the day could 
progress smoothly.
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Catering Officer’s Report:  	 N/A 

Bar & Licencing Officer’s Report: 
Alec advised there was an expanded variety of refreshments available – see him for details 

General Business: 
The Vice President opened the floor for a brief session of Cars and Parts for Sale and Wanted and 
reminded members to complete the proforma and pass to the Editor.

GP – anyone interested in next year’s GP display please contact Ian Buckingham

Details were provided of a stolen Pintara in the Sunbury area and members were reminded that classic 
cars were always a hot target.
	
There is a Good Friday appeal and car display at Jeff’s shed with lots or activities for families – members 
were encourage to attend and support this worthwhile appeal.

On Saturday 6th May the Trentham Spud Fest including car display and tractor pull is on.
More details at      http://trenthamspudfest.org.au/ 

There was a discussion by members over the advice from the Committee in MotorMouth over possible 
changes to the Hanging Rock Raffle and a levy and obligations on members regarding selling of books.  
After some discussion, a motion was moved.
 
“That membership fees be increased for next year by $20 and the Raffle be discontinued”
Moved Rob Bryant and  Seconded John Malia 

Following confirmation by the Secretary that membership fees could only be amended at the AGM and 
therefore the motion could not be voted until that time – it was agreed that the motion be held over.

Guest Speaker:
Ted introduced Mal who provided members with an extensive photographic presentation of his and 
Thea’s recent trip(s) and concluded with photos of his own pride and joy.

10 raffle prizes were drawn and collected by members

There being no further business, the Vice President declared the meeting closed at 9:45 pm.
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Buy and Sell

Wanted to buy

Description Contact

Ford 6 cly, manual gearbox either 3 speed or 4 speed, Bell housing, clutch to 
suit early pre-cross flow 200 motor ��

Nathan Micallef  
0421 825 006

For Sale

Description Contact
NIL

All advertised Buy and Sell items run for a period of three magazine issues.  The � symbol indicates the number of 
magazine issues ads have featured in. Please notify the editor if you have found or sold your advertised item so it can 
be deleted from future issues.

F1 participants
�� Adam Furniss and Family, Ford XB GT.

�� Ted Delia, 1984 Corvette,

�� Fred and Lina Bragato, 1984 Porsche 911.

�� John Taylor, 1970 Mercury Cyclone Spoiler.

�� Bob Walters and Family, 1963 Triumph TR4.

�� Harold Pearson, 1968 Mercedes 250SE.

�� Brian J and Friend, 1965 C2 Corvette.

�� Stratos Pappas, XW Ford.

�� Joan Miles and Family, 1980 XD Ford.

�� Richard Onyon, 69 Pontiac.

�� Michael and Kate Tabone and Family, 1957 Thunderbird,

�� Geoff Stellini and Friend, 1947 Chev Fleetmaster.

�� David Kemp and Partner, 1971 Dodge Charger.

�� Ian and Fay Buckingham and Friend, 1984 Ford XE S PAC EFI Falcon.

Unfortunately, Anthony Leening in his Caddy had fuel issues and could not make it.

Big thanks to Gino for helping Stratos.  
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Club Merchandise

�� Club sticker	 $2.50
�� Club lapel badge 	 $4.50
�� Club hand book	 $5.00
�� Victorian club permit book	 $5.00
�� Club key ring [leather,silver & gold]	 $7.50
�� 30Th anniversary photo	 $10.00
�� Club cloth badge	 $15.00
�� Club grille badge	 $25.00
�� Club 30th anniversary badge	 $25.00
�� Club tour badge 2011	 $20.00
�� Club tour badge 2012	 $25.00
�� Club tour badge 2013	 $25.00

Ladies and Mens Merchandise
�� Club beanie   [navy & black]	 $15.00 
�� Club cap   [navy,red & black]	 $15.00 
�� Club polo top   [red & navy]	 $30.00  
�� Club polo top long sleeve   [navy]	 $32.00 
�� Club vest   [navy & red]	 $30.00 
�� Club trinity top w/zip   [navy]	 $45.00 
�� Club hoodie w/cheater top   [navy]	 $45.00 
�� Club hoodie jacket   [navy]	 $45.00 
�� Club polar fleece jacket   [navy]	 $45.00 
�� Club ladies wool lined jacket	 $65.00 
�� Club bomber jacket   [navy]	 $95.00 
�� Club ¾ bluey jacket   [black]	 $100.00 

Fast Facts: Female Inventors

1859: Martha Coston used the technology of fireworks to invent maritime signal flares that would aid 
the North in winning the Civil War. Coston, widowed with four children, found the idea while looking 
through her dead husband’s notebooks. She learned that his system did not work and figured she could 
do better. She invented a system of red, white and green pyrotechnic night signals that could be used 
over great distances. The U.S. Navy soon purchased and implemented her invention.

1905: Mary Anderson invented the windshield wiper. Her goal was to improve the driver’s vision 
during stormy weather. By 1916, windshield wipers became standard equipment on all vehicles.
1914: Florence Laurence invented the turn signal, which was called the automobile signalling arm. 
The arm was attached to the back fender and when the correct button was pressed by the driver, it 
electronically raised and lowered a sign indicating the driver’s impending action. She also invented the 
stop signal that attached to the brakes and fender and followed the same premise. 

1956: Bette Nesmith Graham was a single mother working as an executive bank secretary in Dallas. 
With electric typewriters becoming more common in the workplace, it was very difficult to erase 
mistakes. Graham, who had longed to become an artist, applied her skills and created “mistake out” 
in order to correct typing mistakes. Although she had been admonished by some of her bosses, other 
secretaries asked for bottles of formula to correct their mistakes as well. Graham was fired from her job 
after she made a mistake she could not correct. This allowed her to begin the Mistake Out Company in 
her kitchen. She later changed the name to Liquid Paper. 

1999: Randice-Lisa Altschul was issued a series of patents for the world’s first disposable phone. 
The phone, made of recycled paper products, is the width of three credit cards and contains about 60 
minutes of talk time. 
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Events / Rally Director 
Deb Williams

Hi everyone,
To those people joining us in Beechworth, Please pay Adam whatever money is still owing. 
I will forward you an itinerary closer to the date.
 
This year the annual Club dinner dance will be held on the 29/07/2017, at the clubroom.
$25 pp this includes a complementary drink and some pre- nibbles.
 
There will be a 2-course meal, live music and alcohol at club prices. Everyone is welcome.
 
Sunday 21st May, Steam Day at the compound.  
Including lots of stalls, great cars, and a tractor pull.  As per each year, we come along show our cars,
we have a great day looking at the tractor pull and a general get together.
 
The Chrysler Challenge is on the 18/06/2017.  
Please get in any practice you may need, so we can show them we are a force to be reckoned with.

Usually we have the spark plug challenge.

Picnic at Hanging Rock 

Graham Williams

The available members of the committee met last month and undertook a belated review of the 2017 
event.  In general the feeling  was that the setup and changes to processes had worked as planned
 but as the numbers had been significantly down due to the poor weather we would to review them 
again next year. 

The Committee discussed the options involved in submitting an Events Grant to the council for the 2018 
event and agreed to proceed. 

After some discussion over the raffle and the effort to attract prizes and following on from the General 
Meeting sentiments the committee determined that it did not view the raffle as a core activity in 
running the event and would therefore leave any decision about a raffle to the club in general.    

In a discussion about costs it was agreed that next year we would look at a BBQ style lunch rather than 
a fully catered meal and would undertake a review of pricing for tents, traffic controllers, toilets etc. as 
these were all big ticket items. 

Additionally it was agreed we need to bring the attendances up by around 800-1200 as this would have 
a significant  impact on the profitability of the event. 

The  members present confirmed they were prepared to continue on in their roles - Admin (Kate), 
Traffic (Rob), Catering (Deb)  and it was indicated that we would need to recruit some administrative 
support for the role of minutes, quotes and 3rd party vendor liaison. This later role had previously been 
undertaken by Rob on top of his Traffic role. 

The next meeting is scheduled for August - anyone interested in working with the committee is asked to 
contact me. 

STILL JUST HANGIN AROUND !
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Calendar of Events 

May 2017
3 May General meeting 8:00 pm Club Event

T.B.A Picnic at Hanging Rock planning meeting 7:30 pm Club event

5 – 6  May Drive back in time see Rally director  Club event

6 May  Trentham spud fest        http://trenthamspudfest.org.au/ 

7 May
Keilor Rotary Club  Car &  Bike Show Keilor Hotel – Cnr Old Calder Hwy and Arabin St. Keilor  9:00 AM - 
1:30 PM Exhibitor entry from 7-30 am Joe Raimondo 0418349465 entry cars $20 Bikes $10 public   $5
www.rotarykeilor.org.au  or  jraimondo@trillium.com.au  www.facebook.com/keilorrotarycarbikeshow

21 May Steam society Day at clubroom Club Event

26 May
Benalla & District Classic Car & Motorbike Tour Assembling 9 am on Friday 26 May in front of the Benalla Art 
Gallery.  No gravel roads.  Red plate vehicles welcome.  The tour concludes with a ‘Shine & Show’ display.   
Contact Benalla Visitor Information Centre on 03 5762 1749 

27 -28 May
41st Historic Winton - More than 400 race drivers from all over Victoria and farther afield compete 
over the two race days. Enquiries: Noel 03  5428 2689 Web:  www.historicwinton.org

27 -28 May

Historic Winton Honouring 80 years of Rob Roy Hill Climb.  The first Rob Roy Hill Climb was 
held in 1937 and Historic Winton 2017 will be honouring 80 years of Rob Roy as a part of its ever 
expanding, transport themed heritage display. anyone with an early Rob Roy Hill Climb vehicle 
please contact:  Noel Wilcox, 03 5428 2689 - 0413 702 558. Email:  noelwilcox@rocketmail.com

June 2017
General meeting 8:00 pm Club Event

T.B.A Picnic at Hanging Rock planning meeting 7:30 pm Club Event

18 Jun Chrysler Challenge where T B A Club Event

21 Jun Committee Meeting  7:30 pm Club Event

28 Jun Mid-Week Run Club Event
 

DISCLAIMER: The Calendar of Events contains information originating from the Macedon Ranges and District Motor Club and other motoring 
organizations. While every attempt is made to ensure that all information is accurate at the time of printing, we accept no responsibility for the 
accuracy of submissions. It is recommended that members contact the event organizers to confirm that dates and times are correct.

Event sites that are checked for events 
www.pinky.com.au/  		  www.shownshine.info/      	 www.uniquecarsandparts.com.au/
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Memberships are coming soon.  June 30                                                                        May 2017 
Your opportunity to update or confirm your information. For all members to fill in or send information to 
membership officer membership@mradmc.com.au

Example:                            
Given Name 

T H E O D O R E

Surname Name

C I T I Z E N

Spouse or Partner 

M A R G R E T C I T I Z E N

Address 

2 5

K A N G A R O O W A Y

W O M B A T H I L L

Post code                                 Membership                         Contact phone 

3 3 4 5 5 5 5 5 0 4 3 2 0 0 1 0 0 1

Mailing Address    

BOX 5 5 5 UPPER CUMBUSTER WEST 3 3 4 7

Email 

J C I T I Z E N @ G M A I L . C O M

Input information 
Given Name 

Surname Name

Spouse or Partner 

Address 

Post code                                 Membership                         Contact phone 

Mailing Address    

Email 
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Australian F1 
COURTESY IAN  BUCKINGHAM

For the second year in a row, the MRADMC was accepted in the 2017 Rolex Australian Formula One 
Grand Prix Automotive Avenue Car Display.

Fifteen members accepted the criteria and we all fronted up on the Wednesday 22nd March at the Albert 
Park Circuit at 12.30 pm, which is called Bump-In Day. All turn up in time minus one unfortunately, as fuel 
problems cursed the vehicle.

Our display was set up rather sharply and our Passes and Credentials were handed out. We were free to 
walk around the circuit anywhere, some did, some went to lunch and some journeyed home.         

Thursday 23 March 2017. Early start for some, Pit Walks etc. Track action starts at 10.30 am. Check on our 
car display and all is well on day one. Weather at its finest. As our display is near a main entrance point 
and close to the track the crowds head past our display in droves. Meet up with other members then set 
off around Circuit at different points to watch action on track and other displays and meet a driver or 
two. Later in day back to display to check, all is well.                         

 Friday 24/Saturday 25th March 2017. Both of these days were again up early and off to the circuit, big 
breakfast and off to see our display is all-ok. Members there as well were enjoining the atmosphere. 
Weather again at its best. Another 2 days of Action packed Racing on Track and Even in the Air. Roulettes 
and FA18 Hornet fly overs. Crowd seems to double by the days end.              

 Sunday 26th March 2017. This is the main race day and the first round of the Formula One Calendar. 
Again, off to the circuit early as the are expecting a huge crowd. Weather wonderful this year. No rain 
at all. Arrive at circuit met a few members ad check display then off to meet a few people them back 
to display for the day and to watch track action from this point. Crowd is constant passing display and 
taking pics. Talking to lots of passer byes. Then after watching the Historic Cars, Australian GT Cars, 
Porsche Carrera Cup, V8 Supercars had a bow to eat and a couple of Heinekens as they were on of the 
many sponsors the race was to get underway. 100,000 strong crowd here today and you could tell. Lots 
supporting Australian Dan Riccardo. In addition, the Red Team. (Ferrari). On the warm up lap, the Aussie 
had gearbox problem and was stuck in 6 gear. The race started and he left the pit lane and 2 laps down. 
No hope for the Aussie to win this round. Hamilton in his Mercedes lead by 6 seconds but a strategy error 
cost him the lead during race and Vettel in his Ferrari took the lead and ended up wining by 9 seconds. 
Ferrari Fans went mad.         

 After the race, we all met at display and waited until we were allowed to leave the circuit safely in our 
cars. All seemed to have a wonderful experience and is great marketing for our club. There was also a 
website sent to all members to vote for our club cars and One member one a Saturday Pit Walk. The 
Grand Prix also offered discount tickets to all members.                     
  
To all MRADMC Members I am 95% sure the club will get another go at this in 2018 and I will keep it 
going as long as I can. So if you are interested have a good think and even talk to other members who 
have been the see or contact me. The list has already started and I am hoping to have a Full list by 
November 2017 Meeting. 

Again big thanks to all MRADMC Members for your time and involvement.
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  Lancefield Swap Meet  2 April 2017  
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Special Feature:  Army Men
http://fiftiesweb.com/pop/army-men/ 
Welcome to Army Men
hese ‘army men’ little green soldiers captured the 
imaginations of many a youngster in the 1950s.
Army men were first manufactured in the late 1930s 
in metal. They didn’t gain widespread popularity until 
the 1950s. Switching from metal to plastic brought 
the costs down to mere pennies per figure. 

The post war baby boom meant that the majority 
of  kids, Dad’s , were recently in a war  so interest 
in the toys skyrocketed. The individual toy figures 
were retrofitted to resemble WWII soldiers with the 
appropriate helmets and weapons. They were sold in 
bags of 20 to 100 pieces. 

Chlorophyll
Beat odour. I figured your first question would 
be – what is that supposed to do for you? And the 
answer is that it was widely believed that chlorophyll 
eliminated bad smells.

So they added it to every kind of product imaginable. 
The picture at left just suggests the variety and 
number of items to which chlorophyll became a 
promotable ingredient.

Yes, chlorophyll is the stuff that makes plants green. 
While not debating in the  of chlorophyll’s therapeutic 
properties, suffice to say that it sold well. Until “The 
Journal of the American Medical Association” pointed 
out grazing goats virtually live on chlorophyll and 
they smell bad just the same.

The toy soldiers were positioned in 4-5 different 
poses to accommodate a variety of weapons. These 
included rifles, sniper rifles, machine guns, pistols, 
grenades and bazookas. Some sets even included 
jeeps, tanks and artillery pieces. There were also 
‘enemy’ army men like the German soldiers who 
were made in grey  plastic and Japanese soldiers 
moulded in yellow.
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Barbie
Personal Preamble to Barbie Story
In the 45 years since Barbie has lived in my house and we have gone 
our separate ways, I have noticed a couple of things. Barbie is doing 
much, much better in life than I am.

The cars, boats, houses, furniture. The clothes. Face it, Barbie has 
good stuff. And, careers galore! Is there anything she can’t do?

But what I find really, really annoying…
None of HER moving parts seem to be drifting southward with 
middle age.
 
by: Candace Rich

*NEWS FLASH*
Barbie turned 50 years old on March 9th, 2009.
She was seen filling out an AARP application today. When questioned 
however, she flatly denied the rumours and stated for the record that 
she is only 39.
The Barbie Story
Barbie was the inspiration of Ruth Handler, founder with her husband 
Elliot, founders of Mattel.
The First Barbie Known to Collectors as #1 

Barbie as not their first success. In 1955, the Handlers bought 52 
weeks of advertising on the new “Mickey Mouse Club” television 
show, marking the first time toys had been advertised on a year-
round basis. In conjunction with the company’s sponsorship of the 
show, Mattel introduced a child-size 
”Mouseguitar,” which became an instant sensation in the industry. 

Lili Doll 
As the story goes, Ruth Handler saw these kinda sexy German Lili 
(pictured rightt) dolls in Europe but wanted her doll to be a model of 
bubbly teenage innocence. But with the same curvaceous look. (39-
18-33 in human terms.)

She named the doll after her daughter Barbara’s nickname – Barbie. 
Ruth knew her girls and dolls. In 1959, its first year, 351,000 Barbie 
dolls were sold at $3 each. Had you saved that doll, in the box no less, 
it would be worth over $5,000 today.
The first Barbie doll sported a ponytail hairstyle, black and white 
zebra-striped bathing suit, open-toed shoes, sunglasses and gold-
coloured hoop earrings. She had 2 holes in her feet because her 
stand required them and stood 11 1/2 inches tall. She is identified as 
#1 by collectors.
She had white irises, red lipstick and nails, and arched eyebrows. 
Blondes outnumbered brunettes two to one. 
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Later that year, #2 was released and as her stand didn’t require 
them, she had no foot holes. 
A Provisional #2 (left) exists with only 1-foot hole.  

Then there were the beginning of what would eventually become 
an enviable wardrobe. All the original ensembles were hand-sewn: 
every zipper, silk lining and pearl choker. That first wardrobe to 
collectors, are known as the Commuter Set™, Plantation Belle™, 
Wedding Day™ Dress and Barbie-Q Outfit. Other 1959 outfits were 
Gay Parisienne®, Roman Holiday, Sweet Dreams, the Baby Doll 
Nightie, and Suburban Shopper. 

Ken, named after the Handler’s other child, premiered as Barbie’s “handsome steady” in 1961. The issue of 
whether he would be anatomically correct was temporarily solved with non-removable shorts. 

To answer your prurient question – no, never. They will always be “just good friends.”

Yes, they have last names. She’s Barbie Millicent Roberts and he’s Ken Carson. She’s from Willow, 
Wisconsin.

Barbie’s birthday is March 9, 1959 

In 1965, Barbie got bendable legs. With the Twist ‘N Turn Barbie of 1967, she also could be twisted at the 
waist, thus the name.

FYI – Limited Editions are produced in quantities up to 100,000 worldwide. Collector Editions are 
produced in quantities over 100,000.

Ruth Handler died April 27, 2002.

Frisbee
Okay, the Frisbee wasn’t born in the 1950s. But what good is a thing 
if nobody knows about it?

In 1948, Walter “Fred” Morrison and Warren Franscioni, set upon the 
task of making a toy based on the metal pie tins people had long 
enjoyed throwing. Since the metal tins had problems, their idea was 
– plastics.

Both men had been Army Air Corps pilots in World War II and Morrison was shot down. He was kept in 
the notorious German was camp, Stalag 17. They developed the “Flyin’ Saucer,” named because of the 
craze of UFOs and Roswell. It was for all practical purposes, what you know  today as a Frisbee. 

But it didn’t sell well. In financial trouble, Franscioni returned to active duty service in the Air Force.
Here’s where the story gets a “he said – she said” turn. We know that Fred Morrison began marketing the 
“Pluto Platter” by himself. And apparently, he was still collecting royalties for the “Flyin Saucer.” And they 
were of course, the same item. I’ll leave the moral judgements to you.

One day Morrison is demonstrating his “Pluto Platter” when two USC grads named Rich Knerr and 
Arthur “Spud” Melin noticed the toy. Who were these guys? They were the founders of Wham-O and 
eventual creators of the Hula-Hoop.
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They bought the thing from Morrison. And they 
renamed it. 

As the story goes, flinging pie tins was great sport at 
Ivy League colleges, especially at Yale. There the Yalies 
would shout “Frisbie,” to warn bystanders of an incoming 
disc. The Frisbie Baking Co. in Bridgeport, Conn. was the 
source of the pie tins.
 
Courtesy Strong National Museum of Play®, Rochester, 
New York
Sales were moderate at first but then a good thing 
happened for them – the Sixties!
If you didn’t live during the Sixties, I cannot adequately 
explain what an essential piece of counterculture 
paraphernalia the Frisbee became. But I bet Wham-O’s 
sales records would.

1950s Fads – Poodle Mania
While the French poodle has always been popular, in the 
Fifties it was everywhere. There were ceramic poodles, 
plastic poodles, pink poodles, white poodles, black 
poodles. You could wear poodles, decorate with poodles, 
store things in poodles, and even throw your trash in 
poodle waste cans.

Some of these items bear the label “Made in Occupied 
Japan.” What does this mean? After World War II we were 
fussy about what we’d let Japan manufacture. In short, 
nothing that could possibly be used for making war. 
You get to do this when you are the victor and occupy 
a foreign country. The consequence? Japan made many 
French poodles.

And if all that wasn’t enough, a poodle haircut was 
prevalent. The best example of the poodle style is none 
other than Lucille Ball, pictured right.




